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Introduction 
 

As some States have approved regulation for the management of 

Household Generated Sharps Wastes during the past years, Bristol-Myers 

Squibb (BMS) has prepared the following Sharps Management Plan to 

support in the safe collection and proper disposal of waste sharps.  Under 

various state sanctioned regulations, pharmaceutical manufacturers that 

sell or distribute a medication that is self administered at home through the 

use of hypodermic needles or other self-injectable devices have to 

prepare and submit to the State, or its responsible agency, a plan that 

describes how the manufacturer supports the safe collection and proper 

disposal of waste sharps. These regulations require the manufacturer to 

post and maintain the plans on their respective Internet web sites. 

Currently two states have issued Sharps management regulations,  

California and Minnesota.  For California, the plan must be submitted to 

the California Integrated Waste Management Board (Board) for posting, 

and posted on BMS web site.  The State of Minnesota only requires that 

the plan is posted on Bristol-Myers Squibb web page.  

 

Bristol-Myers Squibb has been conducting several clinical trials in 

various States, which involve subcutaneous injection of our 

pharmaceuticals. These clinical trials are administered at clinical 

investigative sites located throughout California, Minnesota and other 

states by third parties. In each of these trials, the patients are provided 

injectable sharps to self-administer the medication in a home environment 

and also puncture resistant containers for the safe collection of the used 

sharps.  As an element of the clinical trial, patients are provided with 
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instructions on the proper administration of the medicine and requested to 

return the used sharps materials to these investigative sites using the 

puncture resistant containers. Disposal of these sharps is coordinated by 

the clinical investigational site using the third party disposal contractors. 

 

As of October 2011, BMS initiated the commercial distribution of a 

medicinal product that will be self-injected at home.  Under this BMS 

Sharps Management Plan, BMS will offer customers that utilize self-

injectable sharps, instructions and/or recommendations on how to handle 

the used sharp and on how to properly dispose of these materials.  In 

addition, customers may be chosen to participate in a program that offers 

an empty sharps container and return mail-back program, which allows for 

both the adequate disposal of needles and also patient convenience, at no 

cost to the customer.  This sharps container mail-back program will be 

managed by a third party and fully funded by Bristol-Myers Squibb. 

 

This Sharps Management Program and some related reference 

guidance will be available at the following Internet web sites: 

http://www.bms.com/ourcompany/compliance_ethics/Pages/default.aspx 

http://www.bms.com/sustainability/social_progress/our_communities/Page

s/product_responsibility.aspx\ 

 

Additional Sharps disposal guidance for all states is available at the 

following web pages:   

 http://www.safeneedledisposal.org/  

 http://www.epa.gov/wastes/wyl/stateprograms.htm  

 http://www.epa.gov/wastes/nonhaz/industrial/medical/disposal.htm  

http://www.bms.com/ourcompany/compliance_ethics/Pages/default.aspx�
http://www.bms.com/sustainability/social_progress/our_communities/Pages/product_responsibility.aspx/�
http://www.bms.com/sustainability/social_progress/our_communities/Pages/product_responsibility.aspx/�
http://www.safeneedledisposal.org/�
http://www.epa.gov/wastes/wyl/stateprograms.htm�
http://www.epa.gov/wastes/nonhaz/industrial/medical/disposal.htm�
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Elements of the BMS Plan 

Safe collection and proper disposal of the waste devices 
Sharp waste generated by self administration of an injectable drug 

could occur throughout the United States. As an element of the clinical 

study, patients are requested to return their used sharps to the clinical 

investigative sites, using the provided puncture resistant containers.  The 

investigative sites ultimately dispose of these sharps and containers, in 

accordance with  applicable regulatory requirements. These home-

generated sharps materials are not expected to enter into the pertinent 

municipality trash cycle. 

 

For sharp waste generated by self-injectable drugs, administered at 

home, customers can choose to participate in an optional service that 

provides a free sharps container and mail-back program allowing for 

adequate sharps disposal and patient convenience.  BMS has contracted 

the services of a third party service provider that will ensure the supply of 

the sharps container, will arrange for the proper shipment and disposal of 

the sharps, and will be fully funded by Bristol-Myers Squibb.  Questions 

about the program can be answered through the BMS Customer Service 

line at 1-800-332-2056. 

 

Additional collection and disposal information may be obtained at 

most pharmacies and at state environmental agency websites.   The 

current guidance web pages for the States of California and Minnesota are 

listed in Appendix B.  Guidance on other states’ requirements can be 

located in the web pages listed in Appendix C. 
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Educate consumers about safe management and collection 
opportunities 

 
The patients enrolled in applicable BMS clinical trials involving self-

injectables are provided with a puncture-resistant sharps container 

marked with the biohazard label for the safe collection of the used sharps.  

The patients are provided with written instructions on the proper use and 

disposal of the sharps container (see an example at Appendix A). 

 

 Patients receiving a commercially supplied, BMS self-injectable 

product will receive Patient Prescribing Information, which includes 

instructions on the proper handling of waste sharps.  The pamphlet will 

instruct patients on the basic disposal requirements. 

 

 Additional education and supporting information on Waste Sharps 

management can be found in Appendix C  
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Support efforts of groups with interest in protecting public 
health and safety through the safe collection and proper 
disposal of waste devices 

 
BMS continues to evaluate employing “safe needle technologies” 

(i.e. retractable needles; use of a blunting media) for our future products. 

Such technologies/approaches aim to further reduce the potential for 

inadvertent “sticks”. 
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Appendix A:  Sharps Container User Requirements
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Appendix B:  California and Minnesota Guidance on Sharps Disposal 
 

The State of California has published guidance documents on Sharps 

management and disposal at the following web pages: 

 http://www.calrecycle.ca.gov/HomeHazWaste/Sharps/  

 

“A Guide to Syringe Disposal” 

English version:  

http://www.calrecycle.ca.gov/HomeHazWaste/sharps/Brochure.pdf  

 

Spanish version:   

http://www.calrecycle.ca.gov/HomeHazWaste/sharps/BrochureSpan.pdf  

 

 

The State of Minnesota has published guidance documents on Sharps 

management and disposal at the following web page: 

 

 http://www.pca.state.mn.us/index.php/living-green/living-green-

citizen/household-hazardous-waste/safe-disposal-options-for-needles-

and-syringes.html   

http://www.calrecycle.ca.gov/HomeHazWaste/Sharps/�
http://www.calrecycle.ca.gov/HomeHazWaste/sharps/Brochure.pdf�
http://www.calrecycle.ca.gov/HomeHazWaste/sharps/BrochureSpan.pdf�
http://www.pca.state.mn.us/index.php/living-green/living-green-citizen/household-hazardous-waste/safe-disposal-options-for-needles-and-syringes.html�
http://www.pca.state.mn.us/index.php/living-green/living-green-citizen/household-hazardous-waste/safe-disposal-options-for-needles-and-syringes.html�
http://www.pca.state.mn.us/index.php/living-green/living-green-citizen/household-hazardous-waste/safe-disposal-options-for-needles-and-syringes.html�
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Appendix C:  Additional Guidance on Sharps Management  
 

http://www.epa.gov/wastes/wyl/stateprograms.htm 

 

http://www.safeneedledisposal.org/  

 

http://www.epa.gov/wastes/nonhaz/industrial/medical/disposal.htm 

 

http://www.calrecycle.ca.gov/HomeHazWaste/sharps/ 

 

http://www.calrecycle.ca.gov/HomeHazWaste/Sharps/Household.ht

m 

 

http://www.pca.state.mn.us/index.php/living-green/living-green-

citizen/household-hazardous-waste/household-hazardous-waste-

home.html 

 

http://www.bd.com/us/diabetes/page.aspx?cat=7002&id=10284 

 

http://www.cvs.com/CVSApp/help/help_subtopic_details.jsp;jsessio

nid=48E92777AC1EFED5BA1EDB4976499763.commerce_102?su

btopicName=Proper+disposal+of+medication+%26+Sharps&topicid

=400037 
 

 

http://www.epa.gov/wastes/wyl/stateprograms.htm�
http://www.safeneedledisposal.org/�
http://www.epa.gov/wastes/nonhaz/industrial/medical/disposal.htm�
http://www.calrecycle.ca.gov/HomeHazWaste/sharps/�
http://www.calrecycle.ca.gov/HomeHazWaste/Sharps/Household.htm�
http://www.calrecycle.ca.gov/HomeHazWaste/Sharps/Household.htm�
http://www.pca.state.mn.us/index.php/living-green/living-green-citizen/household-hazardous-waste/household-hazardous-waste-home.html�
http://www.pca.state.mn.us/index.php/living-green/living-green-citizen/household-hazardous-waste/household-hazardous-waste-home.html�
http://www.pca.state.mn.us/index.php/living-green/living-green-citizen/household-hazardous-waste/household-hazardous-waste-home.html�
http://www.bd.com/us/diabetes/page.aspx?cat=7002&id=10284�
http://www.cvs.com/CVSApp/help/help_subtopic_details.jsp;jsessionid=48E92777AC1EFED5BA1EDB4976499763.commerce_102?subtopicName=Proper+disposal+of+medication+%26+Sharps&topicid=400037�
http://www.cvs.com/CVSApp/help/help_subtopic_details.jsp;jsessionid=48E92777AC1EFED5BA1EDB4976499763.commerce_102?subtopicName=Proper+disposal+of+medication+%26+Sharps&topicid=400037�
http://www.cvs.com/CVSApp/help/help_subtopic_details.jsp;jsessionid=48E92777AC1EFED5BA1EDB4976499763.commerce_102?subtopicName=Proper+disposal+of+medication+%26+Sharps&topicid=400037�
http://www.cvs.com/CVSApp/help/help_subtopic_details.jsp;jsessionid=48E92777AC1EFED5BA1EDB4976499763.commerce_102?subtopicName=Proper+disposal+of+medication+%26+Sharps&topicid=400037�
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